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PREFACE 
TO THE FIFTH EDITION. 


FIRST SERIES. 


PO re ees 


Tax past has a charm for Americans, as well as for the inhabitants of countries whose history 
extends far into the shadowy and unknown; our early and romantic past has the merit of being known 
and truly related; everything which adds to these truths is sought for with avidity by the curious and 
intelligent inquirer. We have now many autograph collectors, who may be viewed in the light of 
preservers of documents which would otherwise perish or be dispersed; to few, comparatively, are 
their treasures revealed. It was suggested, therefore, that a few of the most rare and curious “Ilis- 
torical and Literary Curiosities” in the possession of individuals, should be grouped for the amusement 
and instruction of the present and of future generations, who may well know from printed accounts 
what things were done, but who can also thus learn how they were done. 

Nearly all the articles in the present collection have been taken by competent artists from the 
originals of which they purport to be fac-similes. Considerable labor and trouble have been expendod 
in collecting together the varied materials here presented; but it has been with the Editors a “labor 
of love,” rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit. 

The work having been received with extraordinary favor by tho public, and a fifth edition being 
called for, some additions and alterations have been made, which will create increased interest in tho 
volume, J. JAY SMITH, 

JOHN F. WATSON. 


*,” Fully to understand the work, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant 
reference to the Table of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which space could not 
be found on the plates. 


NOTE TO THE SIXTH EDITION. 


Notwithstanding the announcement in the second series of this worl: that the first would not be 
reprinted, the public has demanded a sixth edition, which has been entirely redrawn, and many highly 
interesting additions have been made, 


Pumanecrina, October, 1860, 
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Governors of Plymouth Colony. Farnished hy Esane 2. Davis, Bsq., of Boston, 
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Pilots respecting the arrival of the Tea ship Polly, &e. In the possession of J. day Suith, 


Plato 40.—Cream Pot presented to his exeentor, Tlenry Till, Esq, by Dr. Frankling motto, “Keep bright the 
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PL. XXXIX. 


TO THE 


Delaware Pilots. 


took the Pleafure, fome Days fince, of kindly admonifhing you so do your Duty; if per- 
chance you fhould meet with the (TZ: 2a;) Sate Potty, Caprain Ayres; a THREE Droers 


which is hourly expected. 


We have now to add, that Matters ripen fafthere; and that much is expeffed from thofe Lads who meet with 
the Tea Ship.----There is fome Talk of a HANDSOME REWARD FOR THE PILoT WHO GIVES THE FIRST GOOD 
Account oF wER.----How that may be, we cannot for certain determine: But atu agree, that Tar and 
Featners will be his Portion, who pilots her into this Harbour. And we will anfwer for ourfelves, that, 
whoever is committed to us, as an Offender againft the Rights of America, will experience the utmoft Ex- 


ertion of our Abilities; as 
THE COMMITTEE FOR TARRING AND FEATHERING, 


P. 5. We ye you will furnifh yourfelves with Copies of the foregoing and following Letter; 
which are printed for this Purpofe, that the Pilot who meets with Captain Ayres may favor him with a Sight 


Committee of Taring and Feathering. 


Capt. AYRES, 


Of the Sar P O L L Y, on a Voyage from London to Philadelphia, 


SIR, 


WE are informed that you have, imprudently, taken Charge of a Quantity of Tea; which has been fent 
‘ outiby the India Company, under the Agfpices of the Miniftry, as a Trial of American Virtue and Re- 
olution. 


Now, as your Cargo, on your Arrival here, will moft affuredly bring you into hot water; and as you 
are perhaps a Stranger fo the/e Parts, we have concluded to advife you of the prefent Situation of Affairs in 
Philadelphia---that, taking Time by the Forelock, you may ftop fhort in your dangerous Errand----fecure 
your Ship againft the Rafts of combuftible Matter which may be fet on Fire, and turned loofe againft her; 
and more than all this, that you may preferve your own Perfon, from the Pitch and Feathers that are pre- 
pared for you. 


In the firft Place, weymutt tell you, that the Penn/ylvanians are, to a Man, paffionately fond of Freedom; 
the Birthright of mericans; and at all Events are determined to enjoy it. 


That they fincerely believe, no Power on the Face of the Earth has a Right to tax them without their 
Confent, 


That in their Opinion, the Tea in your Cuftody is defigned by the Miniftry to enforce fuch a Tax, 
which they will undoubtedly oppofe; and in fo doing, give you every poffible Obftruction. 


We are nominated to a very difagreeable, but neceffary Service. -- To our Care are committed all 
Offenders againft the Rights of America; and haplefs is he, whofe evil Deftiny has doomed him to fuffer at 
our Hands, 


You are fent out on a diabolical Service; and if you are fo foolifh and obftinate as to compleat your 
Voyage; by bringing your Ship to Anchor in this Port; you may run fuch a Gauntlet, as will induce you, 
in your laft Moments, moft heartily to curfe thofe who have made you the Dupe of their Avarice and 
Ambition, 


What think you Captain, of a Halter around your Neck----ten Gallons of liquid Tar decanted on your 
Pate----with the Feathers of a dozen wild Geefe laid over that to enliven your Appearance? 


Only think ferioufly of this----and fly to the Place from whence you came--- fly without Hefitation---- 
without the Formality of a Proteft----and above all, Captain Ayres let us advife you to fly without the 


wild Geefe Feathers. 
Your Friends to ferve : 
Philadelphia, Nov. 27, 1773 THE COMMITTEE as before fubferibed. 
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In CONGR ES S. 


The DELEGATES of the UNITED STATES of New-Hampj/hire, Maffachufetts-Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland, Connetticut, New-York, New- Ferfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North. Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, TO —— ——- —— = 


Co “ye wntbitet Lysate ttrb be ly ete? Se eS 
W: E, repofing efpecial Truft and Confidence in your Patriotifm, Valour, Conduct and Fidelity, 


DO, by thefe Prefents, conftitute and cae WOUNG DO eco ce a ee, 


Myo as tip (pe 


in the Army of the United State raifed Defence of American Liberty, and for repelling ae 
hoftile Invafion thereof. You are therefore carefully and diligently to difcharge the Duty of 2 
fen wal, by doing and performing all manner of Things thereunto belonging. And we do Ca. tly 
charge and require all Officers and Soldiers under your Command, to be obedient to your Orders as 
Mayan Fervs Gore af And you are to obferve and follow fuch Orders and Directions from Time to 
Time, as you fhall receive from this ora future Congrefs of the United States, or Committee of Congrefs, 
for that Purpofe appointed, or Commander in Chief for the Time being of the Army of the United States, 
or ca other ii fuperior Officer, according to the Rules and Difcipline of War, in Purfuance of the 
Te This fat fag. to oe Qo Or until revoked ee this or a future Congrefs. 


i at te lela fat ie sci. 
Coder tiie a 


ATTEST. Cillhcos vnfeey JE MdllL ¢ PRESIDENT. 


Enlarge 


16 


WIN Id 


Pl..NLI. 


Cut at the 
Philadelphia Museum 


Prolite of Thomas Moore 
the Doct 


Pa) ~ ‘Phan, Z frend: © themed eg lecdane, 
Mem td bee nok Srgrat Bay Koha OE Migs le fy 
J hucat Hig tnte de” tra he pasties hw Hee His to to tey reaelakor. 
salggiinaivaitpditaail tied oe ee ae a ’ 


19 (OO Sh Totes 9 He Oofeai GAD tra sotremaly  S fel pasts 


Aare 204 tm ty te hats. tiie | must ke abeumt- ter fy, 0 SE 
Ant Hd lige Tieht mained We Le # Prodi 


tne 


Kinet aT oy 7 S sae ot oie Poi. 
ZL sles Sacfferts Grpes fe ale. apart sli {fase from yom F8E Stance. 


At, S wrle~ om te ULDefheen and whol, Sty you teat x 
) ae aN ae at Mae So ber as 


SS ny EN a eu 
= a as 


Enlarge 


End of the Project Gutenberg EBook of American Historical and Literary 
Curiosities, Part 6., by John Jay Smith 


*** END OF THIS PROJECT GUTENBERG EBOOK AMERICAN CURIOSITIES, PART 6 *** 


**x*x*x* This file should be named 7906-h.htm or 7906-h.zip ***** 
This and all associated files of various formats will be found in: 
http://www.gutenberg.net/7/9/0/7906/ 


Produced by David Widger. Scanning assistance from Geof Pawlicki 
using Internet Archive Equipment 


Updated editions will replace the previous one--the old editions 
will be renamed. 


Creating the works from public domain print editions means that no 

one owns a United States copyright in these works, so the Foundation 
(and you!) can copy and distribute it in the United States without 
permission and without paying copyright royalties. Special rules, 

set forth in the General Terms of Use part of this license, apply to 
copying and distributing Project Gutenberg-tm electronic works to 
protect the PROJECT GUTENBERG-tm concept and trademark. Project 
Gutenberg is a registered trademark, and may not be used if you 

charge for the eBooks, unless you receive specific permission. If you 
do not charge anything for copies of this eBook, complying with the 
rules is very easy. You may use this eBook for nearly any purpose 
such as creation of derivative works, reports, performances and 
research. They may be modified and printed and given away--you may do 
practically ANYTHING with public domain eBooks. Redistribution is 
subject to the trademark license, especially commercial 
redistribution. 


*#*: START: FULL. LICENSE. *** 


THE FULL PROJECT GUTENBERG LICENSE 
PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE YOU DISTRIBUTE OR USE THIS WORK 


To protect the Project Gutenberg-tm mission of promoting the free 
distribution of electronic works, by using or distributing this work 
(or any other work associated in any way with the phrase "Project 
Gutenberg"), you agree to comply with all the terms of the Full Project 
Gutenberg-tm License (available with this file or online at 
http://gutenberg.net/license). 


Section 1. General Terms of Use and Redistributing Project Gutenberg-tm 
electronic works 


1.A. By reading or using any part of this Project Gutenberg-tm 
electronic work, you indicate that you have read, understand, agree to 
and accept all the terms of this license and intellectual property 
(trademark/copyright) agreement. If you do not agree to abide by all 
the terms of this agreement, you must cease using and return or destroy 
all copies of Project Gutenberg-tm electronic works in your possession. 
If you paid a fee for obtaining a copy of or access to a Project 
Gutenberg-tm electronic work and you do not agree to be bound by the 


18 


terms of this agreement, you may obtain a refund from the person or 
entity to whom you paid the fee as set forth in paragraph 1.5.8. 


1.B. "Project Gutenberg" is a registered trademark. It may only be 
used on or associated in any way with an electronic work by people who 
agree to be bound by the terms of this agreement. There are a few 
things that you can do with most Project Gutenberg-tm electronic works 
even without complying with the full terms of this agreement. See 
paragraph 1.C below. There are a lot of things you can do with Project 
Gutenberg-tm electronic works if you follow the terms of this agreement 
and help preserve free future access to Project Gutenberg-tm electronic 
works. See paragraph 1.E below. 


1.C. The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation ("the Foundation" 
or PGLAF), owns a compilation copyright in the collection of Project 
Gutenberg-tm electronic works. Nearly all the individual works in the 
collection are in the public domain in the United States. If an 
individual work is in the public domain in the United States and you are 
located in the United States, we do not claim a right to prevent you from 
copying, distributing, performing, displaying or creating derivative 
works based on the work as long as all references to Project Gutenberg 
are removed. Of course, we hope that you will support the Project 
Gutenberg-tm mission of promoting free access to electronic works by 
freely sharing Project Gutenberg-tm works in compliance with the terms of 
this agreement for keeping the Project Gutenberg-tm name associated with 
the work. You can easily comply with the terms of this agreement by 
keeping this work in the same format with its attached full Project 
Gutenberg-tm License when you share it without charge with others. 


1.D. The copyright laws of the place where you are located also govern 
what you can do with this work. Copyright laws in most countries are in 
a constant state of change. If you are outside the United States, check 
the laws of your country in addition to the terms of this agreement 
before downloading, copying, displaying, performing, distributing or 
creating derivative works based on this work or any other Project 
Gutenberg-tm work. The Foundation makes no representations concerning 
the copyright status of any work in any country outside the United 
States. 


1.E. Unless you have removed all references to Project Gutenberg: 


1.E.1. The following sentence, with active links to, or other immediate 
access to, the full Project Gutenberg-tm License must appear prominently 
whenever any copy of a Project Gutenberg-tm work (any work on which the 
phrase "Project Gutenberg" appears, or with which the phrase "Project 
Gutenberg" is associated) is accessed, displayed, performed, viewed, 
copied or distributed: 


This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere at no cost and with 
almost no restrictions whatsoever. You may copy it, give it away or 
re-use it under the terms of the Project Gutenberg License included 
with this eBook or online at www.gutenberg.net 


1.E.2. If an individual Project Gutenberg-tm electronic work is derived 
from the public domain (does not contain a notice indicating that it is 
posted with permission of the copyright holder), the work can be copied 
and distributed to anyone in the United States without paying any fees 
or charges. If you are redistributing or providing access to a work 
with the phrase "Project Gutenberg" associated with or appearing on the 
work, you must comply either with the requirements of paragraphs 1.E.1 
through 1.E.7 or obtain permission for the use of the work and the 
Project Gutenberg-tm trademark as set forth in paragraphs 1.E.8 or 
Dis Be Ov 


1.E.3. If an individual Project Gutenberg-tm electronic work is posted 
with the permission of the copyright holder, your use and distribution 
must comply with both paragraphs 1.E.1 through 1.E.7 and any additional 
terms imposed by the copyright holder. Additional terms will be linked 
to the Project Gutenberg-tm License for all works posted with the 

permission of the copyright holder found at the beginning of this work. 


1.E.4. Do not unlink or detach or remove the full Project Gutenberg-tm 
License terms from this work, or any files containing a part of this 
work or any other work associated with Project Gutenberg-tm. 


1.E.5. Do not copy, display, perform, distribute or redistribute this 
electronic work, or any part of this electronic work, without 


19 


prominently displaying the sentence set forth in paragraph 1.E.1 with 
active links or immediate access to the full terms of the Project 
Gutenberg-tm License. 


1.E.6. You may convert to and distribute this work in any binary, 
compressed, marked up, nonproprietary or proprietary form, including any 
word processing or hypertext form. However, if you provide access to or 
distribute copies of a Project Gutenberg-tm work in a format other than 
"Plain Vanilla ASCII" or other format used in the official version 
posted on the official Project Gutenberg-tm web site (www.gutenberg.net), 
you must, at no additional cost, fee or expense to the user, provide a 
copy, a means of exporting a copy, or a means of obtaining a copy upon 
request, of the work in its original "Plain Vanilla ASCII" or other 
form. Any alternate format must include the full Project Gutenberg-tm 
License as specified in paragraph 1.E.1. 


1.E.7. Do not charge a fee for access to, viewing, displaying, 
performing, copying or distributing any Project Gutenberg-tm works 
unless you comply with paragraph 1.E.8 or 1.E.9. 


1.E.8. You may charge a reasonable fee for copies of or providing 
access to or distributing Project Gutenberg-tm electronic works provided 
that 


- You pay a royalty fee of 20% of the gross profits you derive from 
the use of Project Gutenberg-tm works calculated using the method 
you already use to calculate your applicable taxes. The fee is 
owed to the owner of the Project Gutenberg-tm trademark, but he 
has agreed to donate royalties under this paragraph to the 
Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation. Royalty payments 
must be paid within 60 days following each date on which you 
prepare (or are legally required to prepare) your periodic tax 
returns. Royalty payments should be clearly marked as such and 
sent to the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation at the 
address specified in Section 4, "Information about donations to 
the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation." 


- You provide a full refund of any money paid by a user who notifies 
you in writing (or by e-mail) within 30 days of receipt that s/he 
does not agree to the terms of the full Project Gutenberg-tm 
License. You must require such a user to return or 
destroy all copies of the works possessed in a physical medium 
and discontinue all use of and all access to other copies of 
Project Gutenberg-tm works. 


- You provide, in accordance with paragraph 1.F.3, a full refund of any 
money paid for a work or a replacement copy, if a defect in the 
electronic work is discovered and reported to you within 90 days 
of receipt of the work. 


- You comply with all other terms of this agreement for free 
distribution of Project Gutenberg-tm works. 


1.E.9. If you wish to charge a fee or distribute a Project Gutenberg-tm 
electronic work or group of works on different terms than are set 

forth in this agreement, you must obtain permission in writing from 

both the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation and Michael 

Hart, the owner of the Project Gutenberg-tm trademark. Contact the 
Foundation as set forth in Section 3 below. 


LiF. 


1.F.1. Project Gutenberg volunteers and employees expend considerable 
effort to identify, do copyright research on, transcribe and proofread 
public domain works in creating the Project Gutenberg-tm 

collection. Despite these efforts, Project Gutenberg-tm electronic 
works, and the medium on which they may be stored, may contain 
"Defects," such as, but not limited to, incomplete, inaccurate or 
corrupt data, transcription errors, a copyright or other intellectual 
property infringement, a defective or damaged disk or other medium, a 
computer virus, or computer codes that damage or cannot be read by 
your equipment. 


Leek 25 LIMITED WARRANTY, DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES - Except for the "Right 
of Replacement or Refund" described in paragraph 1.F.3, the Project 
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, the owner of the Project 
Gutenberg-tm trademark, and any other party distributing a Project 


20 


Gutenberg-tm electronic work under this agreement, disclaim all 
liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including legal 
fees. YOU AGREE THAT YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE, STRICT 
LIABILITY, BREACH OF WARRANTY OR BREACH OF CONTRACT EXCEPT THOSE 
PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH F3. YOU AGREE THAT THE FOUNDATION, THE 
TRADEMARK OWNER, AND ANY DISTRIBUTOR UNDER THIS AGREEMENT WILL NOT BE 
LIABLE TO YOU FOR ACTUAL, DIRECT, INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR 
NCIDENTAL DAMAGES EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH 
DAMAGE. 


Des, Bis Shy LIMITED RIGHT OF REPLACEMENT OR REFUND - If you discover a 
defect in this electronic work within 90 days of receiving it, you can 
receive a refund of the money (if any) you paid for it by sending a 
written explanation to the person you received the work from. If you 
received the work on a physical medium, you must return the medium with 
your written explanation. The person or entity that provided you with 
the defective work may elect to provide a replacement copy in lieu of a 
refund. If you received the work electronically, the person or entity 
providing it to you may choose to give you a second opportunity to 
receive the work electronically in lieu of a refund. If the second copy 
is also defective, you may demand a refund in writing without further 
opportunities to fix the problem. 


1.F.4. Except for the limited right of replacement or refund set forth 
in paragraph 1.F.3, this work is provided to you 'AS-IS' WITH NO OTHER 
WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO 
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTIBILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PURPOSE. 


1.F.5. Some states do not allow disclaimers of certain implied 
warranties or the exclusion or limitation of certain types of damages. 
If any disclaimer or limitation set forth in this agreement violates the 
law of the state applicable to this agreement, the agreement shall be 
interpreted to make the maximum disclaimer or limitation permitted by 
the applicable state law. The invalidity or unenforceability of any 
provision of this agreement shall not void the remaining provisions. 


1.F.6. INDEMNITY - You agree to indemnify and hold the Foundation, the 
trademark owner, any agent or employee of the Foundation, anyone 
providing copies of Project Gutenberg-tm electronic works in accordance 
with this agreement, and any volunteers associated with the production, 
promotion and distribution of Project Gutenberg-tm electronic works, 
harmless from all liability, costs and expenses, including legal fees, 
that arise directly or indirectly from any of the following which you do 
or cause to occur: (a) distribution of this or any Project Gutenberg-tm 
work, (b) alteration, modification, or additions or deletions to any 
Project Gutenberg-tm work, and (c) any Defect you cause. 


Section 2. Information about the Mission of Project Gutenberg-tm 


Project Gutenberg-tm is synonymous with the free distribution of 
electronic works in formats readable by the widest variety of computers 
including obsolete, old, middle-aged and new computers. It exists 
because of the efforts of hundreds of volunteers and donations from 
people in all walks of life. 


Volunteers and financial support to provide volunteers with the 
assistance they need, is critical to reaching Project Gutenberg-tm's 
goals and ensuring that the Project Gutenberg-tm collection will 
remain freely available for generations to come. In 2001, the Project 
Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation was created to provide a secure 
and permanent future for Project Gutenberg-tm and future generations. 
To learn more about the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation 
and how your efforts and donations can help, see Sections 3 and 4 

and the Foundation web page at http://www.pglaf.org. 


Section 3. Information about the Project Gutenberg Literary Archive 
Foundation 


The Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation is a non profit 
501(c) (3) educational corporation organized under the laws of the 
state of Mississippi and granted tax exempt status by the Internal 
Revenue Service. The Foundation's EIN or federal tax identification 
number is 64-6221541. Its 501(c) (3) letter is posted at 
http://pglaf.org/fundraising. Contributions to the Project Gutenberg 
Literary Archive Foundation are tax deductible to the full extent 


21 


permitted by U.S. federal laws and your state's laws. 


The Foundation's principal office is located at 4557 Melan Dr. S. 
Fairbanks, AK, 99712., but its volunteers and employees are scattered 
throughout numerous locations. Its business office is located at 

809 North 1500 West, Salt Lake City, UT 84116, (801) 596-1887, email 
business@pglaf.org. Email contact links and up to date contact 
information can be found at the Foundation's web site and official 
page at http://pglaf.org 


For additional contact information: 
Dr. Gregory B. Newby 
Chief Executive and Director 
gbnewby@pglaf.org 


Section 4. Information about Donations to the Project Gutenberg 
Literary Archive Foundation 


Project Gutenberg-tm depends upon and cannot survive without wide 
spread public support and donations to carry out its mission of 
increasing the number of public domain and licensed works that can be 
freely distributed in machine readable form accessible by the widest 
array of equipment including outdated equipment. Many small donations 
($1 to $5,000) are particularly important to maintaining tax exempt 
status with the IRS. 


The Foundation is committed to complying with the laws regulating 
charities and charitable donations in all 50 states of the United 
States. Compliance requirements are not uniform and it takes a 
considerable effort, much paperwork and many fees to meet and keep up 
with these requirements. We do not solicit donations in locations 
where we have not received written confirmation of compliance. To 
SEND DONATIONS or determine the status of compliance for any 
particular state visit http://pglaf.org 


While we cannot and do not solicit contributions from states where we 
have not met the solicitation requirements, we know of no prohibition 
against accepting unsolicited donations from donors in such states who 
approach us with offers to donate. 


International donations are gratefully accepted, but we cannot make 
any statements concerning tax treatment of donations received from 
outside the United States. U.S. laws alone swamp our small staff. 


Please check the Project Gutenberg Web pages for current donation 
methods and addresses. Donations are accepted in a number of other 
ways including including checks, online payments and credit card 
donations. To donate, please visit: http://pglaf.org/donate 


Section 5. General Information About Project Gutenberg-tm electronic 
works. 


Professor Michael S. Hart is the originator of the Project Gutenberg-tm 
concept of a library of electronic works that could be freely shared 
with anyone. For thirty years, he produced and distributed Project 
Gutenberg-tm eBooks with only a loose network of volunteer support. 


Project Gutenberg-tm eBooks are often created from several printed 
editions, all of which are confirmed as Public Domain in the U.S. 
unless a copyright notice is included. Thus, we do not necessarily 
keep eBooks in compliance with any particular paper edition. 


Most people start at our Web site which has the main PG search facility: 
http://www. gutenberg.net 

This Web site includes information about Project Gutenberg-tm, 

including how to make donations to the Project Gutenberg Literary 


Archive Foundation, how to help produce our new eBooks, and how to 
subscribe to our email newsletter to hear about new eBooks. 


22 


